
&y LAXER JL~S WRES’I’ED MONEY OLJT OF CONGRESS FOR 
MN,Y HALF A CENTURY, AND SHE’S STILL GOING STRONG . .- 

f anyone Ioohs the part of the soclet) 
pride dame it 15 Mary Lasker. €’et- 
hng her whll,! cat named Marshmal- 

sow, this res! -cheeked octogenarian 
bids  surrounded by a r t  in the im- 
mulate, a1l-M i,itc interior of her home 

Greenwich, Conn But Lasker doesil‘t 
spend her time ilmisoriilg charits balls 
rwd other decorou5 affairs Instead, she 

er weight around in Washing- 
., where she ranks among the 

werful lobbvists on Capitol Hill 
early hali :L century, Lasker has 

fairy godmother for U S. medi- 
search. Although a series of recent 
s has slovr i d  her doun,  she scored 

-her most recent 5 ictory last November 
&the age of 84, T\ hen Congress set  up a 
peparate institutt, a t  the National Insti- 
btes of Health lor the study of arthri- 
k. Now, Laskt r 1.i lohbymg to raise 
money for AID‘: icwarch and endocrine 
Leases, such a. osteoporosls, diabete5, 
md growth disorders “I’m infuriated 
when I hear thai mvone’s ill, especially 
f i n  it’s from ‘i disease that  virtually 
mthlng is knou n d)out,” says Laskcr. 

In the past i h v  has sold paintings 
from her collectlo1 to support medical 
march But s h  has been fa r  more 
Productive at M rt1,ting money from the 

governmtlnt’s coffers Under 
Lesker’s tough-a\-n& prodding, con- 
*sslonal approprxitloni for the Natlon- 

l n s t l t u ~ s  of Ht 31th ballooned from a 
pIodest $2 4 mill1011 in 1945 to $5 5 billion 
Ip 19p6 ‘%ry sc~1.i herself as a catalyst 

occasionall) has to go against con- 
~ l o n  to stir up  interest in a particular 

sa!s Jlichael F. White, asso- 
for the National Heart, 

Lung Blood Iniiitute 
bm4Lnv. Laskt i turned to lobl-i> ing 
lean after she i11.ilried advertising ge- 
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tleatli from cancer, 
deterlliiiit (1 to push the go\~er11- 

‘UPPol t i11g medical research, 
most cg L. Of “ l ~ h  d~ tlwn privately fund- 

husbaud’s ties as well 
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LASKER “YOU CAN SOLVE ANY PROBLEM IF 
YOU HAVE MONEY, PEOPLE, AND EQUIPMENT” 

most notorious budget-cutters, remind- 
ing them of their own mortality. Nor 
was the White House off limits. When 
President Dwight I). Eisenhower was 
about to  veto a 1961 health appropria- 
tions bill, Lasker turned to one of hi!: 
golfing buddies to arrange a meeting 
between the President and Harvard Uni- 
versity cancer researcher Sidney Farher. 
The bill escaped veto. Lasker’s charm, 
says one Washington insider, has turned 
“dozens of Congress members and I’res- 
ideiits into mush.” 

She has been equally good a t  wooing 
the nation’s top medical researchers. 
With her flair for the dramatic, she es. 
tablished an award in her husband’s 
name in 1944. Although it carries only a 
$15,000 honorarium, it has become the 
most sought-after award in U. S. medica 
research. And 42 winners of Albert 
1,asker Awards later won Nohels. 

Rut when it comes to selling C’on. 
gress, 1,asker relies on a trusted circlc 
of celebrity friends. “ l~octors  aren’l 
usctl to sclliiig anything,” she says flat 

ly, notiiig that few medical researchers 
have the pizazz of her longtime friend 
and lobbying ally, heart surgeon Michael 
E. DeBakey. Last moiith, when Lasker 
was trying to get attention for AIDS, she 
persuaded Elizabeth Taylor to appear a t  
a congressional hearing-as did a small 
army of reporters. 111 past efforts, 
Lasker called on such attention-getters 
as actress Irene Dunne, Hollywood mo- 
gul Louis €3. Mayer, and industrialist 
Norton R. Simon. 
FORESIGHT. Yet Lasker’s success relics 
on substance as much as style. Her tar- 
gets say she is well.informed, aivarc of 
medical advances, and always arnicd 
with charts and figures that make her 
point. “Lasker has vision, information, 
and tenacity,” says Thomas E. Bryant, 
chairman of the Public C,omniittee on 
Mental Health, a citizens’ group in  
Washington. “When the lady waiits 
something, she goes out aiid gets it.” In 
1980, Lasker foresaw the medical poten- 
tial of genetic engineering aiid paid I 
visit, to a then-fledgling Geneiitech Inc. 
More recently, she called on Columbia 
University psychiatrists to discuss ad- 
vances in drugs against depression. 

Lasker’s tenacity sometimes draws 
criticism. She has been accused of over- 
estimating the ability of researchers to 
conquer complex ills such as cancer. 
Other critics complain that she tends to 
divert funds to scientifically urirealistic 
goals-such as developing a vaccine 
against cancer. Lasker bristles at the 
charges. “Nobody knows the full pictiwe 
about niany of these diseases, so how 
does anyone know what’s an unrealistic 
demand and what isn’t‘?” she asks. 

For every detractor, Lasker has a le- 
gion of boosters. She was honored on 
June 26 a t  a black-tie aflair to mark the 
40th anniversary of the passage of thc 
National Mental Health 9 c t .  which 
Lasker shepherded through Congress to 
set up a mental health institute. She has 
already earned some three dozen honor- 
ary awards and degrees, including the 
prestigious Xedal of Freedom, the high- 
est civilian award in the U. s. 

1,asker has no intention of resting on 
her laurels. She still calls on members of 
Congress, even though she cxerts most 
of her political clout through lobbyist 
Terry L. Lierman, a hard-driving former 
Senate staffer who says he’s her “eyeb 
and ears in Washington.” .4nd sh(. is 
confident that her efforts will pump 
more funding into the fight against .%.II)S 
and other diseases. That, she says, is 
because she has proven that “you can 
solve any problem if you 1 1 : ~ ~  money, 
people, and equipment.” 
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